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I8 ‘THE THREAT TO QUR REVOLUTION?
Nicaragna
Makes Its Case

These remarks of Sergio Ramirez Mercado, one of the
three mieinbers of the governing junta of Nicarague, were

“delivered ta an assen:b}’y of Latin American intellectuals in

Muanagua on Marcr: 2, two weeks befare the government de-

~clared o “state of e'r:ergenc_v. ** They were translated for The

Nation by Darwin J. Flakoll, author of a book on the San-
“dinist revolution, who is now living in Nicaragua,

‘SERGIO RAMIREZ MERCADO

uring the past months we in Nicaragua have
A witnessed an increasing number of actions and
=) threats endangering our country and our revolu-
tion. It is not only imperial rhetoric that is being

uscd avainst Nicaragoe; terrorism, military preparations,
“the intinidation of our neighbors and the most aggressive

political weapons such as blackmail and sabotage are also
~being employed. We ¢an enumerate a series of events in the

.. past few weeks alone that ¢nable us to clarify this menacing

picture,
§ Thecreation of the so-called **Democratic Community?®
of Honduras, E} Salvader and Costa Rica, a North

~ American maneuver to igitimate the use of an intervention

forte in the Cenural American area, linked to the Inter-
* American Treaty of Murtual Assistance. More recently, this

t‘community® has been joined by the United States; Colom-

bia, which has also authorized the establishment of Yankee
. military bases; and Guatemala. The intent to establish a
-political and military wall around Nicaragua is clear-cut,

§ The establishment of U.S. military bases on the island

of Amadpala in the Gulf of Fonseca and on San Andrés
- island in the Caribbean, both of them within the continental

shelf waters of Nicaragua. These naval and air bases are

designed to involve Nicaragua militarily along both its
. coasts.

§ The presence of North American warships, equipped
with the most sophisticated communications apparatus, in
the waters of the Gulf of Fonseca, an operation which the
-president of the Salvadoran junta, José Napoleon Duarte,

~ admits having authorized.

§ The supply of money, training and arms to the bands of
former Somoza National Guardsmen eperating from Hon-

duran territory, as part of a clandestine operation run by the
Central Intelligence Agency. The existence of this operation.

-was admitted by the Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-
.-American Affairs, Thomas Enders, before the intelligence -

committees of botlﬁﬁﬂﬁ@é’@ﬂtﬁ@ﬂﬁ?b@ﬁﬁé@@ﬁmﬁﬂe

. ~course of a secret session held last December.

“In addxtzon, President Reagan’s ambassador at large,
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_the operation.

CIAGRIASH 06803 RAA0ZH0AA09602

STAT

[

A

retired Gen. Ver
preparations thr
C.L.A. officer i
Defense for Inte

~ The U.S. N:
$19 million by
economic destat
also approved ai
destabilization o
American count

National Guardsun.u BLHW WU B Al ';\waraguan erriornss
as mercenarics .
As a consequence of all this terromst activity, ban of

former National Guardsmen, in a!ltan-c. with Sieadman

Fagoth, a former Somoza security agent, were ablz this
past December and January 10 or&,anize their *‘Red Christ-

~ mas” operation, which destroyed indigenous communities

along the Coco River between Nicaragua and Honduras
and created a beachhead in Nicaraguan territory. Bafore
the revolutionary government re-established absolure con-
trol of the zone, Red Christmas rebulied in the murder
of nearly sixty Nicaraguans, including civilians and
members of our frontier guards, army troops and secu-

fity forces. Red Christmas also provoked the forced exo-
dus of a considerable number of the ndigenous communi-
tics into Honduras. National Guaddsmen tortured and
raped residents of the communities as well as local medical
personnel. ) -

The revolutionary government was forced to reloczie the
riverside communities in more secure areas of the nationa!
territory, where our Miskito brethren Will have, for the first
time, access to systematic medical gssistance, education,
adequate housing, electricity and quliivable land. This
relocation has given rise 1o a fero‘.x?us, slandercus cam-
paign of lies mounted by the C.1.A. and the State D—"p\rt—
ment against our revolution.

State security organs of the Mxmstr) of Interior ha\e un-
covered a plot, mounted in Costa Riga, Honduras and the
United States, to blow up Nicaragua'q national cement fac-
tory and petroleum refinery. Huge quantities of explosives

were smuggled into the country for thi‘,s purpose, Onz of the

principals implicated in the plot confessed that he hag
received $50,000 from officials of the Argentine general
staff and had learned that a special Argentine commando
unit was to be located in Tegucigalpa to direct sabotage
operations against Nicaragua. ;

A commercial airplane of Aeromca, ﬂhe Nicaraguan na-
tional airline, was blown up in the alrpon of Mexico City by
a time bomb that was supposed to ha\re destroyed the pI:me
in midflight, killing its 100 passengers.

. A suitcase containing explosives blq\» up in the Sandino
Au‘ ort terminal, killing three baogage handlers. The suit-
in Tegucigalpa, and
this act of terrorism was designed toiforce cancellation of
the visit of President José Loper Portilo of Aievicn fa



STAT

Approved For Release 2005/07/01 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000700060060-2 |

LB APPREARED
'\

3/ e
/ ﬁ:ﬂ PAGEH
-sziomacy Up,

But @pizmzsm

-@n Result Is N@i

g By Don Oberdor’er .

£ CThis ‘eokends: Iect;one; Bl
Salvador will open a. period of mten- \ '

“give diplomacy on “several fronts 10’
explore negotlated solutions for thex
-deepening  problems- “of 7 CentraI _
“America. But there lshtﬂe»optumsm‘
here that these efforts will’ succeedis
Two” " sets”Fof g“nnego’mat’cmnss-—w«
“between the United States and Cuba’
end the United States and: Nicatas:
“gua—are described by informed of-
ficials as nearly certain to take place ]
in- the weeks- ahead. The United:
States is wor!nnc on ideas and. sug-
“gestions fof a third set of talks,.in--
. wlvmg a newly elected civilian lead—
“ership in El Salvador and that coun='
“try’s - insurgent: left; s but there:is
much. less confi dence that thls d1a~
ilooue will take place.” 40
= A flurry of’ dxplomahc m&neuver-
“ing, public end :private; in- recent‘ '
iweeks has set the stage for, the talks.']
“The ‘most pubhc .of the maneuvers, |
*the “Mexican: initiative™ armounced -
‘hy- ‘President.:Jose.: Lopez Portillo’
~ Feb. 2%, was the subject of meetings{
between Secretary-of State Alexan-) -
ider-M. Haig Jri/and’ "Foreignt Minis
ter - Jorge. Castaneda on Marclg 6 and
“14 “and e*{ploratory trips by Cas-
: taneda " to~ Havana" and* Managua
w1thm the past week. * Z
" - sonfdential effot, nt riews o
1t Jeaked in the past:several days
Wﬂtﬂh
by Gen. Vernon Walters, Haig’s rov-
- ing ambassador. and secret em Missary;
:While not ofﬁmally confirming the
‘Walters mission, apparently- ‘because’
‘of.a U.8.-Cuban agreement not to do’
so, an informed U.S. official placed it
‘in the category of penodlc tests of
.Cuban intentions in a secret dialogue |
i dating back to 1977, done gy

2
—
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“ There is 1o indication at present,
."accordmg to this official, .that a
“grand negotiation” is likely to lead
toa rapprochement with Havana. As
in the past, Cuba is described as
"eager to discuss such bilateral issues
as the U.S. trade embargo, the US.
base at Guantanamo Bay and the
‘upgrading * of diplomatic relatxons,
~but reluctant to address the princi-
-pal U.S..issues, such. as.Cuban. aid

for insurgency -in “the hemisphers’

.and Cuban troops in Africa.
-The issues-on the two sides have
~been set forth in various ways, in-
\cludmg an unannounced meeting i
‘Mexzico City" last: Nov:: 23 between

‘Haig and Cuban Vice Presxdent Car- |

os Rafael Rodnguez. Béyond this, a

sdisconnect” is reported between ‘the’

"U.S. and Cuban viewpoints while the
:two sides- probe for furth ' detanle of
‘each other’s positions.

The _forthcoming dlplomatlc ef-
‘forts can be seen as a séries of con-
“centric circles in ‘Central’ Amenca,
w1th Cuba on the outer ring, Nica-
"ragua on the second ring and El Sal-
_vador at’thescore. . B

The dlalogue with - Nlcaragua
“hegan with a visit to Managua last
Aueust by ~Assistant Secretary of:
State Thomas O. Enders. ‘But this
effort, co!lapsed in October amid mu-
‘tual recriminations, and tensions be-
“tween - Washington and -Managua
“have® risen- sharp}y Recently, The

. major -setback to the! chances for a

* “Washington “Post " and - other- news
organizations reported: that the Rea-
gan-:administration - has . authorized
_secret; ::paramilitary.. operatxons.

avamst the Nicaraguan regime.::
.. The: essential U.S. condition for a

rapprochement as'stated by Enders !

to- - Nicaraguari - junta coordinator
- Daniel Ortega in writing-Aug. 31, i3
 halting- “the ‘continued use of Ni-
‘caraguan - territory - to.. support ‘and
- funnel arms to insurgent movements.
“in-the area,” especially. El-Salvader.-
“This remains the.central issue, but
 there is no certainty in.Washington,’
:siccording. to a _senior U.S. official,

-that:Nicaragun sees the-question as |-
“bargainable.s. o i Ui muska

Ny

"Some Nicaraguan officials contin-
‘ue to deny ofhmally that their ter-
ritary is being used to support the
Salvadoran guerrillas. In view of this,
Enders reportedly told Nicaraguan
leaders last year, and {U.S. officials
have repeated since,_that only. the
fact of their shutdown of support is
‘required, not'a public statement. If |
such action: were talen, the- Ni-|
caraguans reporiedly were told, the
United States soon would be. aware
-of it, a reference to U.S. intelligence.
dmonitormg, — . T T T
- In another aspeet of a potential.
_settlement, the United States has
“proposed that Nicaragua and- all
‘other- countries in Central ‘America:
“agree not to import “heavy offensive’

:weapons” and to reduce the-number,
“of foreign mlhta:y and security ad-
visers. Managua’s’ acthsmon of So-
:viet Mig fighters,” whlch has - been
“forecast by U.S. officials for months
and is still expected, would"be a

-negotiated arrangement as well a3 a
_powerful symbol of ia Nicaraguan
'connoctlon with the Spviet bloc.

- Cuban  President ! 'Fidel Castm,
accordmv to"a report that has rein-:

- “forced the concern at high levels-of

.the US. governmen? xecently de-1
Ascnhed the Migs as “on the way” to!
‘Nicaragua. OEficxals now do not- be-‘
Tieve the warplanes will ‘be shipped i
‘to Managua through Cuba, however J
'but will take another route. . . s
.- Internal negotiations beiween g0v- |
-ernment leaders in Bl Salvador and.
sthat country’s insurgent left are even
:more delicate, in: the U.S. ‘view, than
‘the prospective Washington-Havana
and Washington-Maxjagua talks, and
‘the question of<internal Salvadoran
‘discussions is being handled with
even greater circumspection.

- Starting with -Haig, - various_ ofﬁo
fcxals of the State Department denied
.in a variety of wayg yesterday that:
‘the administration ig shlftmg lts po-
smon on this issue. ’; o el

Hang, after a meeting thh the for-

exgn ministers of E}|Salvador; Hon:

‘duras and. Costa Rica, said the Umt~

_ Sed States’ from] thex outset:has\fa-

vored mego _.atlons bjnatll partxm o
ate’ ’géefwcrmc process.ugi
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Diplomats Say
Havana Wants-

P T ByALANRIDING -,
;0L Special o TheNew York Times 7
i, 'MEXICO CITY, March 25 — Cuba is
:readyto discuss all aspects of the sitea-
‘tign in. the- Caribbean basin with the
'Reagan Administration, - diplomatic
sources said today, but it will not with.
;draw support for Salvadoran rebels asa

-, condition for such negotiations. - .
»» Thesources said that was theé essence’
‘of the message delivered last weekend

by President Fidel Castro through Mexz-

:ico’s Foreign Minister, Jorge Castafie
dadelaRosa, to 2 special State Depart.

ment envoy, Gen. Vernon A. Walters, |
who had held a secret four-hour mest.

ing with the Cuban:leader early. this
‘monthinHavana. . vl e 0
Castro

.2 The sources agdded that Mr?

:'was pleased by'his meeting with Gen-

< eral Walters, who is a former Deputy
Director 'of Central Intelligence, and

~was hopetul that it would be followed by | : A 0
" further negotiations with the Reagan|: ently alluding to Nicaragua's fears of

* Administration.

_gone from Cuba-to El Salvador for the
“past 14 months; but they can’t assume
-an obligation tg stop aiding the guerril-
las if thig problem is seen in isolation,"”.
a ' knowledgeable ‘Western'. diplomat:
sald,” “They “argue’ that”the-situation
“srould e different it the United States:
 stopped arming the Salvaderan junta or
‘peacetalks began in El Salvador.”™" -
© The sources said that, while the’
Cuban- -in Africaand - the
United States economic blockade of
Cuba were not discnssed by Mr. Castro
and General Walters, Havana clearly
‘preferred negotiations with Washington
| that covered the entire relationship be-
" tereenthetwonations. | 15 vt Sl
.7 “The sources added that Mr. Castafie-
da, during a two-day visit to Havana
rlast weekend, conveyed a message
" trom Secretary of State Alexander M.
Haig Jr. that Washington still gave top-
ipriority to an end to Cuban “involve.

:' VﬁdeUSTQ&S

- | troGovernments, s
| Portillo of Mexico suggested that his

B 1} U.S. wilingness to regotiate does
. “The Cubans say that no arms have: ' : v —

;ment” in E1 Salvador and elsewhere in
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Mr. Castalieda has refused to discuss
thedetails of his talks in Havana, but he |l
said in an interview today that he was |
hopetul of some reconciliation between
the United States and Cuba aspartofa
reductionof tensions inthearea, - ~

1t won't be guick, but 1 think it’s ad-
vancing,’ he said, adding that Mexico
did not aspire to rnediate between the

" Last” month President. Josk Lopez

nation serve as a “‘comrmunicator” to
promote negotiations between the Rea-
gan Administraticn and the lefrist re- |
gimes in Cuba and Nicaragoa and also
between El Salvador's warring fac- |
tions, . Mr. Lopez Portlllo has said |,

cilitate nplations to the Sat_va_doranand

11 Nicaraguan problems, ;.. |

* After his weekend talks in Havana,
Mr, Castaieda paid a four-hour visit to
Managua and came away with Nicara-
gua's agreement to a United States sug-
gestion that the two Governments hold
direct negotiations. The talks are ex.
pected to be held in Mexico City early’
mnmmth' A I IR AR S L

D EY i *OtberIropsintbe Firer [
*.**The United States has reached the
intelligent conclusion that its best inter-
ests are served by reaching sorme un-
derstanding with Nicaragua,’” Mr, Cas-
tafeda said today. But he added, appar-

: tions with Washington, *

| ready made

Minister 3aid he was encour

/| He recalled that he had
nieet Mr. Haig again in April to discuss

United States intervention, that “the’|

;imgcﬁheropﬁmopen,othe;irmsintbe.

g
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.disccunt the possibility that it is keep- i controversy by j
alvador’s guerritla-led 0D,

i gl ol s i | representative political fo
SR new ideas France|was elabo..
fating. They added that R& '
a foreign affairs adviser t
Frangois Mitterrand,

gisit__i?IexicoCitythisweekerﬂ. o

A

‘The Mexican Forelgn Minister sald.
Nlca;agua had exp interest in:
Mexico’s participation inlthe negotia-
though 1 sus-
pect the United States wenld prefer us
mottobethers.” . - : Ce

“Mexico’s role is limited,” he added.

“We want to be a commynicator and’

notamediator,' - !
Mr. Castafieda noted that both the.

:| United States and Nicarakua have al-
3 {orinegotiations

with each other. “‘We den’t think there's
enormous difference be

should bave great diﬁ‘iculr_? inreaching

' anarrangement,” be said,

- - Optimistic on Salvadoran Talks | -
: 4 Questicned atout the s
United States talks with Cuba wonld fa- | posed

tus o pro--
warring.
Foreign
_ ouraged by
press reports from Washington that the
Reagan Administration ad accepted:
he idea of talxs between the Salvade-
jan opposition and the new Government

tegotiations - betse
forces in El Salvador, the

that emerges from Sunday’s elections |
there. “I hope it is true,” he said. “|

agreed tc;

dopethis is confirmed

)2 | Sal;zador. . : S
| Diplomatic sonrces' sald [that, ‘while.
}Ia:dcp Jopered its currept. regional:
feace mitiative on its own, Hrance is re-
wrtedly interested -in repewing its
woperation with the Lépez Portillo ad-
nmistration on-problems |of Centrat

mcnca_ T rmmee B BT 3

1. In August Mexico and Frajnce stirred”
ointly recpgnizing EI’
ition as a

" in the-
were un.

is Debray,-
President

T n the two-|
 Positions, and we don’t| think they-

wasﬂlamﬁngtq




